
 

Stoney Cove Overview 
 
 

Description: Inland quarry 

Water temperature: 3°C (37°F) in winter to 17°C (63°F) in summer 

Suit: Drysuit for most of the year, but a semidry is sufficient from June to October, or all 
year round if you are hardy enough! 

Visibility: 1 - 20 metres (3 - 65 feet) 

Type of diving: Skills, training, introductory 'wreck' diving and gradual depth experience in 
controlled conditions 

Marine life: Pike, roach, perch and fresh water crayfish 

When to go: Perfect to visit during the winter when diving in the sea isn't an option in order to 
keep your diving in practise. But also there for the rest of the year when dives are 
blown out or in order to develop skills 

How to get there: Sapcoat Rd, Stoney Stanton, Leicester LE9 4DW  

Rating: **** 

 

Stoney Cove is the most popular of the UK's inland dive sites and you can be assured that it will be busy at all times 
of the year. It is located not far from J20 of the M1 and J2 of the M69. A position in the lower car park by the waters 
edge requires queuing at an early hour in the morning before the gates open. The facilities here are good and the staff 
are efficient. The water temperature is always cold, even in the summer, and in winter free flows may be a problem. 
One attraction is the Hydrobox at 36m, which has air pockets you can talk through a reg to each other in. Others 
include the block house, cockpit, bus, helicopter and the boat complete with treasure chest (make sure you return it to 
its place after looking at it!). There are ledges at various depths which are ideal for training. There are even some fish, 
pike and crayfish. It is a great site for a first open water dive, for skills and for gradually acquiring depth experience. 
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Bedford Van 
 
 
Depth:   19m to 21m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 165 degree bearing and head past the Viscount and expect around 

a 10 minute slow swim.  From the Slipway entry take a 205 to 210 degree bearing and expect a 5 
minute slow swim.  The Bedford Van is located close to the Wessex Helicopter, so if you are visiting 
the Wessex make a short swim further along the base of the 20m wall to the east or vice versa if 
visiting the Bedford Van then pop over to the Wessex. 

 
 
 
History & Description:    
 
The Bedford Van is (or rather was) a white vehicle sitting upright and facing north towards the base of a 20 metre 
ridge.  Located a short swim to the east of the Wessex helicopter it’s missing both its driver and passenger doors and 
the front wheels are also gone.  All glass has been removed as has almost the entire interior including the seats.  The 
steering column and wheel are still in place as is the main body of the dashboard. 
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4m Blockhouse 
 
 
Depth:   4m to 5m 
 
Location: The 4m blockhouse is located on the east wall of the quarry and is best reached by doing a 

perimeter dive.  Entering from either the Bus Stop or closer to its location the Slipway, follow the 
wall on your left shoulder at a depth of 5 metres.  It is 15 - 20 minute slow swim.  Alternatively from 
the Bedford Van or Wessex Helicopter take a 130 degree bearing or from the bus a 120 degree 
bearing. 

 
 
History & Description:    
 
The 4 metre blockhouse is a small building with a single door on the south side and 2 small square windows on the 
north and west sides.  At a depth of 4 metres it sits on a ledge built close to the side of the quarry wall which drops 
away to 20 metres below the west facing side of the building. 
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Blowout Preventer (BOP) 
 

 
Depth:   18m to 20m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 280 degree bearing and expect a 5 minute slow swim down a steep 

sloping rock wall.  If entering from the main slipway increase your bearing to 290 degrees and 
expect a 5 - 8 minute swim.  The BOP can also make interesting viewing if you are returning from a 
deeper dive in the 36 metre area.  From the deep Hydro Box you can ensure you pass the BOP by 
taking an 80 degree bearing or if you’ve been to the deep Mini then return on a 20 degree bearing.  
Once at the BOP it’s a 155 degree bearing to the bus, or a 105 degree bearing to the Viscount 
Cockpit which is just south of the Bus Stop exit point.  Close to the BOP are the Tower and 20 
metre Hydro Box which can usually be seen from the BOP and are on a 270 degree west bearing a 
few metres away. 

 
History & Description:    
 
A Blowout Preventer (BOP) is essentially a large valve located at the top of a drilling well.  This allows the control of 
the pressure of fluids within the drilling well.  This pressure is normally hydrostatic pressure or the pressure exerted by 
a column of water from the formation depth to sea level.   We’ve all seen the oil wells on TV spewing out oil when the 
drilling crew strike it lucky.  A BOP allows the crew to close a valve and gain control whilst then employing other 
measures, such as increasing mud density, until it becomes possible to open the BOP.  There are many different 
shapes and sizes and the one located in Stoney Cove is of medium size and probably had a medium pressure rating.  
Some BOP’s attach directly to drill pipe casings at the top of the well, while others can seal an open well-bore.  An 
annular blowout preventer has a large rubber sheath which is squeezed onto either erect piping or straight into an 
open hole.  This means it can deal with a variety of different shaped and sized holes.  There’s also a ram blowout 
preventer which is in two half’s and can be quickly forced together to seal troublesome holes.  These sometimes have 
a circular cut out so that seals can be made even while the pipe is still in the hole! 
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Bus 
 
 
Depth:   19m to 21m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 210 degree bearing and expect around a 10 minute slow swim.  If 

you want to visit the Viscount on the way out take a 165 degree bearing to the cockpit and then a 
220 bearing on towards the bus, dropping down the rock face to 20 metres shortly after leaving the 
Viscount.   

 
From the Slipway entry take a 255 degree bearing and expect a 15 minute slow swim.   
 
The Bus is a good place to visit on route to the Stanegarth – take a 125 degree bearing from the 
driver’s side of the bus to reach the Stanegarth.  Alternatively a 170 degree bearing from the bus 
will take you to the Wessex, where air allowing you could make a short swim east along the base of 
the 20 metre rock wall and see the Bedford Van before heading back to the Slipway on a 30 degree 
bearing or to the Bus Stop on a 345 degree bearing. 

 
 
History & Description:    
 
The Bus is a single deck passenger vehicle now missing much of its roof at the front section and the entire interior 
passenger seating.  Sitting upright on the flat quarry floor at 20 metres, all of the glass has also been removed.   It is 
easily possible to swim into and through the bus with easy exit through anyone of its numerous windows or indeed the 
passenger or driver’s door. 
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Cabin Cruiser 
 
 
Depth:   17m to 21m 
 
Location: The Cabin Cruiser is located very close to the Estate Car on the south wall of the west corner.  It is 

easiest to navigate here via the Cessna Plane wreck - From the Bus Stop entry take a 270 degree 
bearing and expect around a 20 minute slow swim.  From the Slipway entry take a 275 degree 
bearing and expect a 20-25 minute swim (note: you will encounter a mid-water swim over the 
deeper area).  From the Cessna a 230 degree bearing will take you to the wooden Cabin Cruiser 
after about 3 - 5 minutes of swimming.   If you fancy seeing the Transit Van while you are in the 
vicinity then from the Cabin Cruiser, head in the opposite direction to the estate car, along the base 
of the wall and you’ll come to the Transit Van after about 3 - 5 minutes.  From here take a due north 
bearing and you’ll soon hit the north wall which you can then follow back to the exit points (a 
reasonably long swim). 

 
 
History & Description:    
 
The Cabin Cruiser is an old wooden power vessel which lies on the sloping slate south wall in the west corner of 
Stoney with its stern facing the surface and bow pointing towards the silt floor.  What remains is the main body of the 
vessel and with the light penetrating down the slope from above it is picturesque and make for some good photos.  
Like the Cessna, Transit Van and Estate Car, the Cabin Cruiser is less dived than many of the other features in 
Stoney Cove due to its distance from the entry points and its proximity in the west corner.  The result is generally 
better, less disturbed, visibility and significantly less divers.  The west corner is a good place to dive and with the 
Cessna, Estate Car and Transit Van so close to the Cabin Cruiser there’s plenty to see.   
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Crane Drum 
 
 
Depth:   5m to 6m 
 
Location: Due to the Crane Drum’s location on the east wall of the quarry it is easiest reach by doing a 

perimeter dive.  Entering from either the Bus Stop or closer to its location the Slipway, follow the 
wall on your left shoulder at a depth of 5 metres.  It is 20 – 25 minutes slow swim, approx 5 minutes 
past the 4m metre blockhouse. 

 
 
 
History & Description:    
 
The Crane Drum, like the Disposal Chute, appears to be an old piece of equipment left behind from the days when 
this area was a working quarry at Stoney Stanton (any further information on this would be gratefully received).  
Located on the quarry wall it is partially engulfed in weed and large pike lurk nearby.  Fish life is more plentiful here 
and the large drums which would have contained the crane cable are clearly visible. 
 
 
 

 

© Rik Vercoe - the author authorises you to print this information for use in your diving but not for publishing in print or online 

www.divesitedirectory.com - online diving information from the diving community 



 

Disposal Chute 
 
 
Depth:   3m to 6m 
 
Location: From the stern or propeller of the Stanegarth take a 210 degree bearing and expect a 20 minute 

slow swim across a flat 21m silt floor with little to see (note: to get to the Stanegarth take a 190 
degree bearing from the Bus Stop entry).  If making a perimeter dive with the wall on your left 
shoulder the disposal chute is a good 45 minute swim from the slipway, past the 4m Blockhouse, 
Crane Drum and Galleon (all located between 4 and 7 metres depth).  The shortest route back to 
the exit points from the disposal chute is a 30 degree bearing and a 30 minute slow swim in open 
water 

 
 
History & Description:    
 
The “Disposal Chute” (if indeed that’s what it actually is) appears to be an old piece of equipment left behind from the 
days when this area was a working quarry at Stoney Stanton.  Attached to the quarry wall it hangs out into open water 
attached to two horizontal ladders.  Due to its location on the far south wall of the quarry it is seldom visited by divers, 
isn’t listed as a feature of the site and no information on it is readily available (any clarification of its purpose would be 
gratefully received).  However the fish life here is far more plentiful than the northern side of the quarry and there’s 
plenty of plant life growing on the quarry walls, which makes a good hiding place for large pike.  
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Estate Car 
 
 
Depth:   19m to 20m 
 
Location: The estate car is located very close to the wooden Cabin Cruiser on the south wall of the west 

corner.  It is easiest to navigate here via the Cessna Plane wreck - From the Bus Stop entry take a 
270 degree bearing and expect around a 20 minute slow swim.  From the Slipway entry take a 275 
degree bearing and expect a 20-25 minute swim (note: you will encounter a mid-water swim over 
the deeper area).  From the Cessna a 230 degree bearing will take you to the wooden Cabin 
Cruiser after about 5 minutes of swimming and to the right of the Cabin Cruiser at the bottom of the 
slate slope is the Estate Car. 

 
 
 
History & Description:    
 
Like the Cessna and Cabin Cruiser, the Estate Car is less dived than many of the other features in Stoney Cove due 
to its distance from the entry points and its proximity in the west sliver of water. The result is generally better, less 
disturbed, visibility and significantly less divers.  It’s unlikely many would choose to dive just this estate car wreck 
without the extra feature of the Cabin Cruiser near by and the Cessna Plane which can be visited either en route or on 
the return journey.  The estate car wreck lies at the foot of the south slate wall and is little more than a shell with a 
rusted through roof.  The engine and wheels are gone as is the interior.  It’s possible to enter the vehicle, but there is 
nothing additional to gain by doing so. 
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Galleon 
 
 
Depth:   5m to 7m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 185 degree bearing, or from the Slipway entry take a 205 degree 

bearing and expect around a 30 minute swim in open water if intending to head directly to the 
wreckage.  There are other attractions which could be done on route, such as the bus, Wessex 
helicopter, Bedford van or the Stanegarth.  From the bus take a 175 bearing, from the Wessex a 
195 bearing, from the Bedford van a 200 degree bearing and from the stern or propeller of the 
Stanegarth take a 180 degree bearing and expect a 20 minute slow swim across a flat 21m silt floor 
with little to see.  You could head to the galleon after a deep dive to the 36m hydro-box by setting a 
bearing of 165 degrees.  Another way to reach the galleon is by making a perimeter dive from the 
entry points (Bus Stop or Slipway) with the wall on your left shoulder.  The galleon is a 40 minute 
swim from the slipway, past the 4m blockhouse and crane drum (both located between 4 and 7 
meters depth).  The shortest route back to the exit points from the galleon is a 5 to 15 degree 
bearing and a 30 minute slow swim in open water. 

 
 
 
History: & Description:    
 
The “Galleon” conjures up all sorts of swashbuckling images of an underwater treasure ship whose decks were once 
trodden by pirates.  In reality what remains is little more than some piles of wood and shaped struts which give the 
desired effect and conjure up an image of the remains of an ancient ship.  In fact the Galleon was constructed by the 
Midlands Underwater Archaeology Group from 17th century timbers salvaged and shaped from a cottage in 
Northamptonshire.  It was used for instruction in underwater archaeological skills such as drawing and measuring.  
Located in the south east corner on a convenient 6 meter ledge, the galleon is visited less often than most of the 
attractions in Stoney Cove, due in most part to its more distant location and also because there simply isn’t much to 
see.  Fish life on this side of the quarry is however plentiful with roach and large pike lurking in the nearby weeds.  If 
you want to dive the galleon be prepared for a long underwater swim or potentially an even longer surface swim. 
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20m Hydro Box 
 
 
Depth:   18m to 21m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 270 degree bearing and expect a 5 minute slow swim down a steep 

sloping rock wall past the BOP (Blowout Preventer) and the Tower.  If entering from the main 
slipway increase your bearing to 280 degrees and expect a 8 minute swim where you follow an 
underwater road.  From the deep Hydro Box take an 80 degree bearing or if you’ve been to deep 
Mini then return on a 20 degree bearing.  The 20m Hydro Box is close to the BOP and is on a 270 
bearing a minute’s swim away, past the Tower which is between the two.  Once at the Hydro Box, 
tower or BOP it’s a 155 degree bearing to the bus, or a 105 degree bearing to the Viscount Cockpit 
which is just south of the Bus Stop exit point. 

 
 
History & Description:    
 
This is simply an upturned metal box, slightly oblong, and raised up on stilts.  It is easily possible to enter the Hydro 
Box by swimming underneath it.  There are several patches of metal which are rusted right through leaving holes – 
therefore no air pockets are contained within the metal box. 
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36m - Deep Hydro Box 
 
 
Depth:   34m to 36m 
 
Location: The deep Hydro Box (at the time of writing) is easy to find due to the large red marker buoy which 

marks it from the surface.  A 5 minute surface swim from the Bus Stop and the marker buoy shot 
line can be used to descend to / ascend from the Hydro Box. 

 
If you don’t fancy a surface swim then from the Bus Stop entry take a 275 degree bearing and 
expect around a 5 minute slow swim.  From the Slipway entry take a 285 degree bearing and 
expect a 10 - 12 minute swim.   

 
The Hydro Box is often the starting point for a dive due to its depth, with divers visiting other 
attractions in the latter part of their dive.  From the deep Hydro Box a 265 degree bearing will take 
you too the Cessna Plane on the west side of Stoney Cove and from here a 230 degree bearing will 
take you to the wooden Cabin Cruiser.  When leaving the Hydro Box and to conserve air it is 
advisable to ascend the shot line to 15m and then make an open water swim on the 365 bearing to 
the Cessna Plane (10 minute swim) rather than swim over the barren bottom at 30 metres plus 
depth. 
 
If depth is your aim a 200 degree bearing at 36 metres will take you a short distance (5 minutes) to 
the deep Mini, also at 36 metres, which is little more than a shell on its side. 
 
Alternatively from the deep Hydro-box you can ensure you pass the BOP by taking an 80 degree 
bearing or if you’ve been to deep Mini then return on a 350 degree bearing.  Once at the BOP it’s a 
155 degree bearing to the bus, or a 120 degree route to the 20 metre hydro-box, or a 105 degree 
bearing to the Viscount Cockpit which is just south of the Bus Stop exit point. 

 
History & Description:    
 
The deep Hydro Box is little more than an upturned metal cube.  There is a circular entrance in the top section with a 
12 inch flange which protrudes upwards to create a short tubular entrance.  This flange also extends down into the 
box meaning that once inside you can move either side of it and raise your head into air pockets.  Here you can 
remove your regulator and talk (albeit in a slightly high pitched voice) due to the pressure.  I would certainly advise 
avoiding breathing any of the stale air contained within these air pockets.  Exiting the box can be done through the top 
entrance or by descending further and exiting on any side at the base of the box.  The box itself sits up on 4 legs 
making a 2 foot high exiting gap all the way round the base.  The interior of the box is dark and a torch is a necessity.  
The surrounding depth also means ambient light from the surface is at a minimum, so a torch is advisable even if you 
are not planning to enter the box and this a dive which should be done with the appropriate experience level. 
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Landrover 
 
 
Depth:   20m to 21m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 180 degree bearing and expect around a 10 minute slow swim.  

From the Slipway entry take a 210 degree bearing and expect a 10 minute slow swim.  The 
Landrover is located close to the Wessex Helicopter and not too far from the Bus (head from the 
front of the Landrover on a 270 degree bearing and you’ll hit the front of the Bus), and can easily be 
visited on route to the Stanegarth or on the way back.  Due to its close proximity to these other 
attractions it is easy to visit several of these at once on a single dive. 

 
 
 
History & Description:    
 
The Landrover is an old-style green vehicle sitting upright on a flat quarry bottom at 21m.  In a pretty poor state these 
days the wheels are gone as is the engine and the body work is battered.  The front windscreen frame is the foldable 
type and now missing the glass is folded down onto the front bulkhead. 
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Metal Platform 
 
 
Depth:   11m to 13m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 165 degree bearing and expect around a 1 - 2 minute swim to the 

Viscount Cockpit (from the Slipway take a 290 degree bearing and expect a 3 – 4 minute swim). 
 Once at the cockpit turn to a 285 degree bearing and from the rear right hand side of the cockpit an 

underwater slipway or what would have been a railway track leads down to 20 metres.  It’s pretty 
easy to spot this as the old railway sleepers are still visible.  Heading on a 285 degree bearing will 
take you halfway down the rail track to a metal platform at 12 metres (and on to the BOP, Tower 
and 20m Hydro Box if you keep going). 

 
 
History & Description:    
 
Any information on what this is (other than something made of metal) would be gratefully received, although I am sure 
it is not that exciting. 
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20m Mini 
 
 
Depth:   20m to 21m 
 
Location: From the stern or propeller of the Stanegarth take a 210 degree bearing and expect a 5 minute slow 

swim across a flat 21m silt floor with little to see (note: to get to the Stanegarth take a 190 degree 
bearing from the Bus Stop entry).  If you fancy a long dive then from the Mini continue on a 210 
degree bearing and after about 15 minutes slow swim you’ll come to the far south wall.  If you 
ascend to 6 metres with the wall on your right shoulder you can take the scenic perimeter return 
route (about 45 minutes from this point at a slow steady pace).  At the shallower depth you’ll pass 
the disposal chute first, and then reach the Galleon wreckage before passing the crane drum, then 
4m Blockhouse on your way back to the main slipway area. 

 
 
History & Description:    
 
The mini is the old-style Mark One Minis.  Visibility can be pretty limited on the Stanegarth wreck after many other 
divers have visited her and as you swim away from the stern towards the mini visibility should improve.  As this is a 
much less visited area the visibility should soon open up as you cross the barren, flat quarry bed to around 10 metres.  
It should be possible to spot the mini from about 10 to 15 metres away as its shadow comes into view.  Sitting upright 
on all 4 wheels the vehicle is reasonably intact although much of the interior and the engine are gone.  The chrome 
bumper lies discarded in front of the car but she’s a picturesque little dive. 
 
It’s probably worth mentioning that last time I dived here, there was a notice posted on the roof stating, “This Vehicle 
has been authorised for removal.  Do not attempt to remove or obstruct removal of this vehicle”.  So if this is official 
and not a diver hoax, the 20m mini may be gone by now. 
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36m Deep Mini 
 
 
Depth:   34m – 36m 
 
Location: From the Bus stop entry take a 280 degree bearing and expect a 5 minute slow swim down a steep 

sloping rock wall.  If entering from the main slipway increase your bearing to 290 degrees and 
expect a 5 - 8 minute swim.  NOTE: Both of the above bearings will take you to the BOP, in the area 
of the Tower and 20m Hydro-box.  From the BOP take a 200 degree bearing and descend down the 
sloping wall to 36m.  After around 3 minutes you will come to the Deep Mini at the base of the wall. 

 
 
History: & Description:    
 
The mini is the old style mark one Mini and currently lies on its drivers side.  Unlike the 20m Mini (near the 
Stanegarth) this mini has been stripped and is little more than a shell.  Doors, bonnet, engine and all the internal 
fixtures are gone and some of the outer panels are rusted through leaving large holes in the bodywork.  Visibility is 
usually limited here due to the depth and a torch is definitely advised.  The mini lies partially in the bottom silt and so 
visibility can be extremely poor if good buoyancy is not maintained and bottom sediment is disturbed. 
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Nautilus 
 
 
Depth:   4m to 6m 
 
Location: Almost directly in front of the bar / restaurant & coffee hatch.  From the left side of the Slipway 

(facing the water) take a 150 degree bearing and expect around a 1 minute swim (on a good day 
you can almost see the Nautilus from the slipway).  From the Bus Stop entry take a 120 degree 
bearing and expect a 5 minute slow swim past the front of the slipway.  Ideal for introductory 
training dives a dive to the nautilus can be combined with some of the other shallow features in 
Stoney Cove.  From the Nautilus a 290 bearing will take you to the cockpit (5 minute swim), or a 
300 degree bearing past the base of the bus stop will take you to the Tank (Armoured Personnel 
Carrier) – also a 5 minute swim.  Alternatively you could head east past the base of the restaurant 
and bar, with the wall on your left shoulder and follow the perimeter at 5 meters.  After about 15 – 
20 minutes you’ll reach the 4 meter blockhouse and another 5 minutes will bring you to the crane 
drum.  

 
 
History: & Description:    
 
The Nautilus, or “Nemo” as it is sometimes called is a small, intact, 2 man submarine and looks just like something 
which would have been used by Captain Nemo himself (albeit on a much larger scale).  Its serrated nose looks like a 
giant upturned saw and the conning tower, tightly shut, rises to within just a few meters of the surface.  In reality it is a 
piece of modern art.  This can be an ideal spot for some interesting photographs and marine life can be quite good, 
with roach frequenting the area.  However the shallows and proximity to the entry / exit points make this an area of 
high diver traffic, so visibility is often reduced unless you are early in the water or diving here during the week. 
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Partenavia P68B “Victor” Plane 
 
 
 
Depth:   19m to 22m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 270 degree bearing and expect around a 20 minute slow swim.  

From the Slipway entry take a 275 degree bearing and expect a 20-25 minute swim  (note – if 
heading directly there from either entry you will encounter a mid water swim over the deeper area).  
From the Victor Plane a 230 degree bearing will take you to the Wooden Cabin Cruiser after about 
5 minutes of swimming.  Alternatively you could head back via the deep hydro box by taking an 85 
degree bearing (although remember the hydro box is 16 meters deeper than the Victor Plane, so 
you may want to visit the hydro box at the start of your dive and then take 265 degree bearing to the 
plane). 

 
 
 
History: & Description:    
 
The Partenavia P68B “Victor” is less dived than many of the other features in Stoney cove due to its distance from the 
entry points and its proximity in the west sliver of water.  The result is generally better, less disturbed, visibility and 
significantly less divers.  The plane lies at the foot of a slate wall facing south.  The tail fins are gone however the 
wings are still in situ, drooping down to the quarry floor.  It’s still possible to make out the registration letters on the 
wing (IIRC) if you look closely; the original registration is G-LOUP and it had an accident on the 7th February 1993.   It 
is also easy to enter the open cockpit, either through the side entry door or the distinctive windows, where there is 
little trace of the instruments or flight controls.  This plane is often incorrectly referred to and identified as a Cessna, 
however in reality has nothing to do with Cessna. 
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Pub Archways 
 
 
Depth:   1m to 6m 
 
Location: The Pub Archways are located directly under the portion of the pub which juts out over the water.  

Descend to the side or directly in front of the bar / restaurant & coffee hatch.  From the left side of 
the Slipway (facing the water) take a 100 degree bearing and expect around a 1 minute swim.  
From the Bus Stop entry take a 90 - 100 degree bearing and expect a 5 minute slow swim past the 
front of the slipway.  Ideal for introductory training dives a dive to the Pub Archways can be 
combined with and number of other features on the shallow 6m area.  

 
 
History: & Description:    
 
The Pub Archways are the concrete foundations under the patio which juts out from the pub and restaurant.  There 
are large, square entry and exit points which take you in and under the pub and it is an interesting place to investigate 
for novice or first time divers.  If you look carefully around the base of the walls you are likely to see freshwater 
crayfish in the crevices here.  If diving before first light the number of crayfish you are likely to see increases 
significantly.  These are the threatened white clawed crayfish which in the UK have been largely displaced by 
introduced American signal crayfish.  These carry a fungal parasite which has wiped out the native white clawed 
crayfish through much of the UK. 
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Stanegarth 
 
Depth:   16m to 22m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 190 degree bearing and expect around a 10 - 15 minute slow swim.  

If you want to visit the Viscount on the way out take a 165 degree bearing to the cockpit and then a 
205 bearing on towards the wreck.  Dropping down the rock face to 20 meters shortly after leaving 
the Viscount you should see thick anchor chains (which still have the anchor attached) laid along 
the quarry floor which lead from the anchor at the base of the wall directly to the Stanegarth bow. 

 
From the Slipway entry take a 220 degree bearing and expect a 10 - 12 minute slow swim.   Again 
you should see the chains laid on the quarry floor  

 
The Bus is a good place to visit on route to the Stanegarth – From the Bus Stop entry take a 210 
degree bearing, or from the slipway a 255 degree bearing and expect around a 10 minute slow 
swim.  Then take a 125 degree bearing from the driver’s side of the bus to reach the Stanegarth. 
 
On the way back why not visit the Landrover, Wessex Helicopter or Bedford Van.  From the 
Stanegarth a 30 degree bearing will take you to the Landrover, 40 degrees to the Wessex and 50 
degrees to the Bedford Van 
 

 
History: & Description:    
 
Built in 1910 by Lytham Ship Builders Company for Rea Transport Co Ltd of Liverpool, the Stanegarth 
was a steam powered tugboat used on the British Waterways, predominantly on the Gloucester Canal.  In 
1957 she had an enclosed wheelhouse added and was converted to diesel power.  18.7 meters long, with 
a beam of 5 meters the Stanegarth is a relatively small vessel.  Originally thought to weigh 46 tons, she 
turned out to weigh over twice that amount.  Apparently the Stoney Cove team removed tons of debris 
including the gearbox and engine and more steel ballast, yet still she weighed just over 80 tons.  Brought 
to Stoney Cove quarry on the evening of June 6th 2000, (from Sharpness where she was abandoned) the 
stopcocks were opened and she was scuttled, taking almost 90 minutes to sink.  Interestingly, the wheel 
house and bulwarks were removed to reduce the overall height to permit the load to fit under motorway 
bridges and allow transportation to Stoney Cove.  These were reattached upon arrival (after the vessel got 
stuck in the entrance) where the boat was also repainted before its sinking.  If you look at the wreck 
closely you can still see the marks where the bow and wheelhouse were cut and re-attached (continues 
next page). 
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The Stanegarth now sits bolt upright in 22 meters of water on a flat slightly silty bottom.  With the main 
deck at 18 meters and the wheelhouse at 15 meters she is easily accessible to all levels of diver.  A large 
orange buoy marks her position about 90 meters from the shoreline.  A great site for trainees she is the 
ideal place to make student wreck dives.  Most of her hatches have been welded open and the 
wheelhouse, chartroom and interior of the wreck are easily accessible for some basic penetration.  The 
rudder is still in place as is the propeller and the name “Stanegarth” (at the time of writing) is still clearly 
visible on the bow.  There is also a metal plaque on the port exterior side of the wheelhouse detailing the 
involvement of DIVER magazine in the project.   
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Tank – 432 Armoured Personnel Carrier 
 
 
Depth:   3m to 4m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry it’s almost possible to see the tank from the surface.  Simply descend to 

the base of the metal ladder turn to your right and on a 270 degree bearing swim for about 10 
meters and you’re there (you should be able to see the back of the vehicle as soon as you reach 
the bottom).  From the Slipway entry also take a 270 - 280 degree bearing and expect a 3 - 5 
minute slow swim past the bus stop entry to the tank. 

 
 
 
History: & Description:    
 
The tank is a type 432 armoured personnel carrier and is a recent addition to Stoney Cove (it was placed there in April 
2005).  Its new home in the quarry is a world away from its past life, as an active service vehicle and then as an 
exhibit in the tank museum at Bovington.  Now resting in such shallow water in one of the UK tops inland dive sites 
this vehicle is an ideal feature for novice divers and first time divers as well as a good place to pass time during safety 
stops or shallow decompression stops.  None of the hatches can be opened and a large padlock secures the main 
rear hatch. 
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Tower 
 
 
Depth:   5m to 20m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 280 degree bearing and expect a 5 minute swim down a steep 

sloping rock wall and head a few metres past the BOP (Blowout Preventer).  If entering from the 
main slipway increase your bearing to 290 degrees and expect a 5 - 8 minute swim.  You can take 
in the Tower and BOP if returning from a deeper dive in the 36 metre area.  From the deep Hydro 
Box you can ensure you pass the Tower and BOP by taking an 80 degree bearing or if you’ve been 
to deep Mini then return on a 20 degree bearing.  Once at the Tower it’s a 155 degree bearing to 
the bus, or a 105 degree bearing to the Viscount Cockpit which is just south of the Bus Stop exit 
point.  Also close to the Tower is the 20 metre Hydro Box which is in the opposite direction to the 
BOP on a 270 degree west bearing. 

 
History & Description:    
 
The Tower is just a pole – and old pole, a big pole, a long pole (about 15 metres long to more exact) and sticking 
straight up towards the surface from 20 metres.  A couple of old tyres are at its base and one practical use is that it 
provides a good visual reference point for ascents and descents, particularly during diver training.  Other than this I 
can’t believe I’ve bothered to write about a pole, let alone draw it.  Still this should enthral pole enthusiasts the world 
over! 
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Transit Van 
 
 
Depth:   19m to 21m 
 
Location: The Transit Van is located quite close to the Cabin Cruiser on the south wall of the west corner.  It is 

easiest to navigate here via the deep Hydro Box or the Cessna Plane wreck – for the direct route, 
from the Bus Stop entry take a 240 degree bearing and expect around a 25 minute slow swim much 
through open water, unless you follow the bottom in which case you will pass the deep Hydro Box.  
From the Slipway entry take a 245 - 250 degree bearing and expect a 25-30 minute swim.  If going 
via the Cessna Plane then from the Bus Stop entry take a 270 degree bearing and expect around a 
20 minute slow swim.  From the Slipway entry take a 275 degree bearing and expect a 20-25 
minute swim (note: you will encounter a mid-water swim over the deeper area).  From the Cessna a 
165 - 170 degree bearing will take you to the Transit Van after about 3 - 5 minutes of swimming.    

 
 
History & Description:    
 
The Transit Van is an older model with the rounded front wings and lights.  The bonnet and doors are missing and the 
interior is empty.  Sitting upright in just over 20 metres the front end is pushed up against some large slate blocks 
making it look as if the van crashed into them.  The doors and other debris lies nearby on the silt bottom.  Like the 
Cessna, Cabin Cruiser and Estate Car, the Transit is less dived than many of the other features in Stoney Cove due 
to its distance from the entry points and its proximity in the west corner.  The result is generally better, less disturbed, 
visibility and significantly less divers.  The west corner is a good place to dive and with the Transit, Cessna, Estate 
Car and Cabin Cruiser there’s plenty to see.   
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Viscount Cockpit 
 
 
Depth:   5m to 7m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 165 degree bearing and expect around a 1 - 2 minute swim.   From 

the Slipway take a 290 degree bearing and expect a 3 – 4 minute swim. 
 
 Ideal for introductory training dives a dive to the cockpit can be combined with some of the other 

shallow features in Stoney Cove.  From the cockpit a 110 degree bearing will take you to the 
Nautilus (a 5 minute swim), or a 340 degree bearing back past the base of the bus stop will take 
you to the Tank (Armoured Personnel Carrier).   

 
 The Viscount is also a good place to visit on the way out to one of the deeper features, or 

alternatively on the way back.  From the Viscount a 170 degree bearing will take you to the Wessex 
(around a 10 - 12 minute slow swim), a 220 degree bearing will take you to the Bus (6 - 8 minute 
swim), a 255 degree bearing will take you to the Deep Hydro Box (8 – 10 minute swim) or a 285 
degree bearing to the BOP, Tower & 20m Hydro Box (a 4 – 5 minute swim). 

 
History: & Description:    
 
The Viscount Cockpit is quite literally that – the cockpit section of an old Viscount aircraft (G-AWXI), broken off to the 
rear of the pilot’s cabin.  Wires and cables still protrude from the area which would have once housed a vast array of 
electrical instrumentation and flight control equipment.  It is easily possible to enter the cockpit from the rear and 
provides interest for student divers on their introductory or early training dives.  Located on the edge of the 6 – 7 
meter ridge the nose of the cockpit points slightly towards the shore.   It sits on the edge of the rocky drop-off, which 
descends at a steep angle to the 20 meter area.  From the rear right hand side of the cockpit (where the fuselage 
would have been) an underwater slipway or what would have been a railway track leads down to 20 meters.  It’s 
pretty easy to spot this as the old railway sleepers are still visible.  Heading on a 285 degree bearing will take you 
down the rail track, past a metal frame at 12 meters and on to the BOP, Tower and 20m Hydro Box. 
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Wessex Helicopter 
 
 
Depth:   18m to 21m 
 
Location: From the Bus Stop entry take a 170 degree bearing and expect around an 8 - 10 minute slow swim.  

If you want to visit the Viscount on the way out take a 165 degree bearing to the cockpit and then a 
170 bearing on towards the Wessex Helicopter, dropping down the rock face at an angle to 20 
meters shortly after leaving the Viscount.   

 
From the Slipway entry take a 215 degree bearing and expect a 5 minute swim.   
 
There are a number of other features near the Wessex Helicopter.  The Bedford Van is located 
close by, so if you are visiting the Wessex make a short swim further along the base of the 20m wall 
to the east.  The Landrover is a short distance away (around 1 minute swim) on a 270 degree 
bearing and from here you could continue on a 270 - 280 degree bearing from the front of the 
Landrover to the nose of the Bus.  Alternatively a 220 bearing from the Wessex will take you to the 
Stanegarth 

 
 
 
History: & Description:    
 
The Wessex Helicopter was XT768, Wessex HU5, and was bought from the RAF.  It apparently had been airborne for 
less than 700 hours.  Hard to believe when you see its current condition.  Stripped for parts above water, during the 
Gulf War, the Wessex has continued to be quite literally pulled apart by divers whilst below the surface.  Now full of 
holes and with the ends of wires hanging out all over the place it is little more than a helicopter shell.  Nevertheless 
she still makes a very interesting dive and it is easily possible to enter the rear fuselage or the cockpit.  Looking up at 
the tail fin from the quarry floor against the backlight coming down the cliff above makes for some good photo’s. 
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